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TIIE NEWS THIS MORNING.

Foutvios.—Speetal eable dispatches from London
to Tve ne sk aunonnes that grave anxiety ex
ists in regard to Afeban affuirs, aod that Mr. Glad-
stove’'s friends bave pot sucoeeded in  waking
Lim the Liberal leader, === Sir Staflord North-
cote bas made a vigorous defence of the British
Government, at Loeds, ———= The Rhine is varcly
frozen, == Several Russian officers have besn ar-
restisd on snspicion of treason.

DoMESTIC.—A petition for an imvestigativn of
Delegnte Caunon’s right to o seat 1 Congress hus
Meen received in Washington § he is charged with
having six wives, ====: One of the Cherokee Chiefs
savs the tribes in Indian Territory are ready to op-
pose a territorial Govervent by force, —— Con-
gressinzn Voorhis says the #10,000 wote “ound
amoug ha papers was fssued by Mr. Wester-
velt, === The steamer Magge Burke, with
P00 bales of cotton, has beon burned at Mobile, Ala,
The yoeht Henriotta has been disabled and s
adrift in the Guolf Strean ; M. Say and family were
taken to Bultimore,

ity 8D Suscnpas—The list of resident tax-
pavers on personal property is  continued,
Captain Williams, of the Street-cleaning Depart-
1weul, promises 1o clean New-York below Canal-st.
ti-day. =——= Goorge Angustuna  Sala  lectured
Jast night at Cluckering Hall, A woman was
robbed at Astoris, and an attempt was made to
wurder her. == Thers was a hearing in the Lewis
will case in Jersey City. The Dairy Fair
has olosed, == Miss Howard was the winner
at the women's walking matel, === Gold value of
the legaltender silver dollar (4123 grams) 87.60
cents. === Btocks, after a decline, luctuating and
closing irregular and feverish.

Tue Wreatnrr,—TrmmUse local obeervations in-
dicate cooler elearing weather, with slight chances
of Hght snow or rain, followed by clear or partly
cloundy westher, Thermometer yesieiday: Highest,
40°%: lowest, 327 ; nvernee, JB03%°,

No less than 3,400 Philadelphia girls sang
pongs to General Gmne yesterday, aud gave
him houquets. And yet they say he i1s not
bappy, and even accuse him of wanting a
thind term. .

it ig——"

Tur TriBUNE continues to-day, on the tenth
page of this issue, its publieation of the per-
sonal tux lists, The list furnisbes additional
names of those taxpoyers who admitted the
ypossession of personsl  property subject to
taxation, but obtained a reduction of the as-
gesswent. Some points of musconception on
the part of some of our readers are ulso ex-
plained.

—_—— -

The eable brings word from our Lonodon
correspondent thut the maudlin movement to
honor the late Prince Imperial with demon-
strations ouly second to those which commen-
orated Prince Albert, bas qnietly expired.
There will be a statue, but not in the Abbey,
and the various imposing memeorials that were
projected will not be attempted. This is bet-
ter, as second thought usually s, Tt would
not have been a kinduess to the memory of
one who was merely a brave boy and good
gon to thrust him inte a heroic niche, where
be did wot belong.

oo B

The secker after reading matter that is not
of the work-day world surely eannot complain
of the fare that is provided for him in this
fssue. A second instalment of Mr. Congdon's
entertaiving reminiscenses, a London letter
which epitomizes the Duke of Argylls im-
pressions of Amerien, a Pans letter deserib-
fng the great metropolis of luxury and fashion
@s it appears in Winter, a striking review of
& new novel, a second * Georgia Sketch,” and
other things really too numerous to mention,
will suit the mood of tired men and women
whose minds demand relaxation while their

——— =
It was once remarked that Charles Dickens
could write about a three-legged stool in a

of Mr. Gladstone's tour in Sootland, will be
especiully interested 1n the aunouncement tol-
egraphed to us to-day, that the phpular de
mand for Gladstone’s leadership has beca de-
feated, for a time ol least, by the present
nomina! heads of the party, As wns to be'ex-
peeted, the great Liberal ebief would make no
personal effort toward s restoration, snd
Earl Gronville and Lord Harington, those
eminently respectable, but rather colorless per-
sons, will remain in control, This decision
must check the new enthusiasm of the Liber-
als, and retard the pro ress of the party.

i
The asnouncement that Captain Williams,
the new broom in the Street Cleaning Bureau,
proposes to-day to ogean the entire eity below
Canal-st., provided freczing weather does not
intertere, will bring a flutter of hope to the
breast of New-Yorkers. It may be that we
are to bave elean streets at last, and that the
reign of mud is over. But those very citizens
who will lift up their bands in thankful-
pess for this dispensation have no conception
of the veal condition of the eity, much
as they suffer. They go to their business
gither by the mid-air railroads or along ave-
nues which receive especinl attention af the
hands of the sweeper, and the streets in which
they live are probably Kept clean at their own
expense. The highways they kuwow, but the
hywavs they de not know. - They may dis-
cover in the faithful deseriptions givem on
another page by TrRimmuxe reporters, the con-
dition of the neglected and the half-clefued
streets—and a #tory of astomshing details it is,
There has been no attempt in it at sensa-
Lionn dem. The strects sclected for the
Inggest share of observation were ot
the irredeemably (lthy thoroushfares close
by the rivers, but streets near the great
avennes, which can ensily be kept clean, and
should be if the public health 18 to be pro-
tected at all, The result is & eurions story of
filth-enerusted streets, which the well-dreased
citiren uever sees, where the dead cat waits
in vain for the rites of burial, the sweepers
scarcely do more than give the dire a [resh
stirring, and the wr is foul with poeisenous
odors and thick with ashes and dnst. IT Cap-
tain Williams will be onr Herenles in this
matter, he shall have better luck than the
ancient bero in getting s reward.

GIFTS WITHOUT MONETY,

What to do about Christmas? How many
good people (of both man and womnnkind) will
go about the strects during the next three
daye their beads aclung with that yearly
problem. Their froends are so many and
their pocketbooks are so lean. The very rich
and the very poor have less tronble about the
matter. The laborer’s wite, anxiously choos-
ing a wooden monkey in a cellar near the fer-
ries for the baby, koows the baby will be sat-
isfled ; it is boin 1oto the Aass, blessed at
least in that it expectz nothing, The million-
aire’s wife, driving from brie-d-hrac shop to
jeweller’s,  carries a long hist of expectant

costly nseless baubles. But it is the middle
class, the people with small ineomes, enlii-
vated tastes and warm  affections, who
usanlly find Christmas and its requirements
as much of a pain aa a pleasure, They think
that on this one day of the year poverty
should cease to grind. Why should not the
poor elerk, peering wistfnlly in the shop
window, be able to buy his boy the books
which he wants so much? The poor clerk’s
wife scans his shabby eoat and pinchbeck
wateh, She measurcs his worth with that of
meaner, more lueky men. She would hang
his lesn limbs with broadeloth and gold, like
theirs, if she could. Why must he be Lazarus
in rags to-day while Dives in purple holds
high holiday ¥ On this of all days of the
year, the binhday of Chnist, who made all
men equal? Even sober, miserly Deborak
Frunklin bought ber bosband a china bowl
and silver spoon, becanse * surely he was
“worthy, it any wman living was, to eat no
“more on tin.” It is a beggarly soul which

is never seized on Christmas time with a msh |

frenzy of giving, and it is one of the hardest
riddies of the year's poverty why money
ghould stand in the way when our true
love would show itself through eome little
token.

The only answer to the riddle is that per-
haps we make too much of the mere giving of
tokens on Christmas. If we have the money,
let us spend it. It is worth while to serimp’
and save a month or two later, to make this
one erowning day of the year happier for a
child or a friend. But if we have not money
let us do without it, and keep Christmas still.
Our friend is not less onr friend becanse we
do uot give him a book or a bit of old Sat-
suna. Ten to one we have never suid a single
word to him in our lives which would hint our
hearty appreciation for bim, which alove makes
book or erockery of valune, We Americans
are lavish of mouvey, but almost ss mgegardly
as our Eunglish cousing in onr words or signs
of alleetion or sympathy., Ohl Andrew Jack-
son’s * cleventh commandment,” to * mind
“your own business,” is practised by
most  well-bred  Americans more rigor-
onsly than all of the others. Wlen a man
in this conutry once sets about his life’s work
of making a living he has no time to be pick-
ing up friends or going aboaf into the high-
ways and byways to show sympathy with
lonely or tempted sonls. It is upeivil, med-
dling, according to bis code. There may be
too muech in any man’s life of this reticenee
and dread of intrusdon into the lives of others,
and there can be no better time than this for
each of us to consider whether there bas not
bheen too much of it in ours.

A few monihs age a clergyman in a parish
in Canada died, as our readers will recollect,
of starvation; he went in and out among his
parishioners to the last, but owing to this let-
alone policy of good-breeding nobody asked
the cause of his pallor and sunken jaws until
it was too late. There are other kinds of
starvation tham those of the body, hints of
which we ses about us every day, and they
are the kind which well-bred and good Chris-
tian people staud aloof from and let alone.
How many a young man is there to-day in
this and every great eity, who has come up
from some poor howe followed by the prayers
of father and wother; who is fighting day by
day tewptations which will ruin him, body
and soul, if bhe yields, and from which
proper eompanionship will save him, He is
utterly friendless and alone. e goes to
church, snd the crowd of well-meaning
worshippers brush  past bhim without a
word, He goes to his work, and his em-
ployer pats Lim aside at night as he does
his ledger, as a tool, not & human being.
Wonld no: a word of sympathy, a eordial in-
vitation, & little womamnly interest—if our

trieuds, and carelessly ticks them off' with

‘mind is not sl foll of guus apd base- |
balls; there are beneath his immaturs dreams,
hopes, passions, What does his father know
of them? Whut has he tried to know? How
many words of real recogmition during this
year hus he spoken to the lad to win lus con-
fidence, to get his hand upon the rudder of his
life? ‘There is the mother at the head
of the table. All the ehildren know what
she has doue for them; they know that nobody
ean Like her place to them in all their lives.
But do they say so?

Let as try the value of aunother and better
wiving than money this Christmas. If there
i« a word of cheerfnlness or enconrngement,
which, if we were dead, wo woylfl wish we had
spoken, let us apeak it now. If there iz one
buman soul whom we ean help in "his fight
against his worae self, “let us help him on
this Christmas time in the name of the Brother
of us all, .

GOING UP WITH THE TIDE,

The Mereantile Library Assuciation, as we
mentioned some days agoe, finds itsell too fur
away from its customers and will soon follow
them np town. For many years it has been
laying by money for a building fund. Tt has
obtained a desirable piece of ground, and in a
short time we hope to gee this excellent and
vigorous society comfortably and commodi-
onsly lodged, with ample space for its inereas-
ing treasures and pleasant roems for the
readers. The building in Astor-pluce will then
be for sale, and commeree will ab2orh the List
relic of a once fashionable and Drifliant
qnarter.

The change is inevitable, but New-Yorkers
who can remember the aspect of the city
thirty or forty years ago, and the excitements
whieh agitated society at that remote period,
will lament the disappearance of a building
so filled ns the Astor Plice Opera” House still
is with intercsting and eurious associations,
The fluted eolumns which now divide the al-
coves of the library once surronnded the audi-
torinm of one of the prettiest temples of
mnsic ever erected in Awmeriea, and at the
othier end of the building, where the voice of
the auctioneer resoands, the handsome tenor,
Benedetti, pet of the public and plagne of
all managers, used to fill the stage with his
imposing presence. When the project of an
opera house in Astor-place was first broached
many people regarded it as hazardons, not (o
any chimerieal. “ It i@ quite donbtinl,” wrote
a well-known journalist and eritie, * whether
“ the public will support nn establishmeat so
“far from the centre of things.” Audiences
found it convenient to throng Castle Garden,
or Palmo's Opera House in Chambers-st., op-
posite the City Lall, or the Park Theatre, op-
posite the present Post Office, All those es-
tablishments were then used for Italian Opern,
and the geheme of going so far up town as
Astor-place was hardly less daring than would
Le n proposal now to remove the Acvademy of
Musie to the neighborlioosd of the Lenox Li-
brary. The house was built by a stock com-
pany, the shareholders (of whom we belivve

thepe were  150)  lhaviog  eertain rights
ol free admission, less extensive, how-
ever, than these enjoyed ot the exust-
ing Academy., The house wus opened

on the 224 of November, 15847, under the
management of Signor Patti, father of la diva
Adeling ; with him was associated as puariner
i Signor Sanquirico, who was then prohably the
best known of the losal speeulators in muosie,
The maestro amnd conductor was Antonio Ba-
rili, stepson of Signor Patti, and, until quite
lately, o popalar music-teachier in this eity.
The work chosen for the inanguration wis
& Benani.” OF all the artists coneerned in the
representstion, only ihe prima donna, Signora
Trufi, has left a reputation. There was
a famons quarrel then mging, both in the
pewspapers and in the Court of Chancery,
between the managers and the tenor, Bene-
detti, and it was late in a not very prosperous
season before the popular faverite was brought
upon the boards. To tell the truth, the ordi-
nary performances of opera in New-York at
this date were but make-shift affaira, credita-
Dle neither to the impresario nor to the pab-
liec. The dissensions of the greeu-room were
displayed before the eurtain with a frecdom
which would now be thonght astonishing,
Managers, travelling about with incompetent
troupes, visited New-York, Boston and Phila-
delpbia  impartially, and found in the
unsophisticated and ioartistic  public of
all three cities what William . Fry,
in Tne TrisoNe, called *“the  most
“ypankly verdant of live pastures” No
musical season was thought to be complete
without a row. The manmager who succeeded
Patti had a senzuationn] dispute with bis artists
while in Philadelphia, and carried it upon the
stage, where a dehghted awdience contributed
hberally to the uproar. The interchange of
abusive letters between wanagers and jour-
nalists was an ordinary incident of operatie
diseords, bhoth parties perhaps regarding it as
a good advertisement, Unfriendly eritics were
frequently excluded by [orce frow the theatre,
and the courts were over and over again
required to deeide whether a man who had paid
for a ticket could lawfully be turned out of
the house for not liking the performance.
A critic who eondemned the playing of Si-
vori waa forbidden to enter the concert-
room. Another having found fault with
Powers's Greek Slave, nearly all the leadiug
artists of New-York vopited in a public state-
ment that they considered the criticism to
be inspived by igmorance and malice. The
jealousies and intrigues of singers were taken
up by the audiences, and factions were formed
on both sides of the footlights. We thonght
that the publicity given to certain operutic
disagreements during the last season was
scandalous enough, but it was nothing to the
disturbances of thirty years ago, when the so-
ciety of New-York was much like that of a gos-
sipping and seandal-loving village. It was o
rankly verdant live pasture indeed. When
the new opera bouse opened, it was thought
to advertise that no lady would be ad-
mitted unaccompanied by a gentleman.
Strange to say, however, althongh the meth-
ods of management were primitive, there was
no lack of good artiste. Jenny Lind was
closely followed by Alboni, by Bosio, and by
Steffanone. Henrl Herz was here with Sivori,
Expensive companies engaged for Huavana
visited New-Youk for a few weeks on their way
from Europe, and what they lost bere they re-

highly popular in New-York, in the triple char-
acter of composer, eondactor, and violinist, In
1852 we find notiee of the appearance, at
a muscellancous musical entertainment, of
a child by the name of Adclinag Patti, whom

theless an unfortunate establishment. The
first experiments with Italian opera
disastroonly, Next eame _the Macready
engagement, with the fumous .rviot, in May
1849, and the drendful seenes of bloodshed,
Max Maretzek managed one prosperous operi-
season sfter that; and at the beginning of
1852 he was giving a brillinnt series of per-
formanees with Steifanone, Salvi, Marini and
othors, while Bosio and Bettind, with Arditi
for conduetor, led an opposition company nt
Niblo's., This was s entthiroat competition,
with the price of ndmission at fiffy eents, and
it could have only one resulf, There never
was any more opera at Astor-place.  Gustovis
V. Brooke tried the stalwart drama there
for a little while, and then Mr. Niblo,
having leased  the house, introdaced
“ Donetti's eomie tronpe of performing
“dogs and moukeys” The stockholders
tried to save the reputation of the theatre by
an injunetion pleading that monkeys did not
belong to the *“ respectable drama "—which all
theatre-goers know to be a mistake. They
were defeated in the courts, and the adver-
tisements were thereafter varied by the an-
nouncement that * Donetti's highly respecta-
“ ble company of trained animals” woull ap-
pear every pvening until farther notice.
Such was the inglorions end of the opera
honse. No other trained animals, biped or
qnadruped, chose to follow the monkeys, aod
the Mercantile Library Association aecquired
the property the next year,

In the meantime the bmlding of the
Academy of Muosic was going on. The Astor
Place Opers House failed, after a trial of only
four years and a half, not beeause it was
“too far from the centre of things,” but be-
eanse it was too small, It had only about
1,000 seats in the parquette and boxes, and
600 m the npper gallery. The projectors of
the new establishment certainly did not repeat
the error of their predecessors, for they pro-
vided for andiences of nearly 5,000 persons.
But it has already begun to appear that they
were not carefnl emough to keep near “ the
“ centre of thnngs.” The up-tide has carried
the population far away from Fourteenth-st.
and Irving-place, and anfortunately the great
Acndemy 1s left in a position off the course of
trade, =0 that it ecannot readily be made
available for other purposes when n removal
becomes necezsary. An opera house, however,
may very well flonrish  in a  somewhat
remote loeality, It is the resort of people of
means and leisure, to whom the distance is
not u great objection. The larger of the Lon-
don opera honses (Covent Garden) 45 mneh
more out of the way than ours, and is diffieult
of weeess besides, but the situation seems to
be no hindrance to its peosperity, For many
vears to come onr Academy will no donbt be
readily filled whenever an impresario is pre-
pared with a reasonably good entertainment,

“SETTING AN EXAMPLE

One of the ableat a8 well as the most con-
gistemt of the religions press, The ! kicago Ad-
eance, hus a congiderate article on  the
subject of a Trmvse on Sonday, Tt deplores
the publieation mainly on the gronud of a ten-
deney to the yet more general seenlarization
of the day; aud eoncludes:

We prefer, rather to think that TinE TRINUSE has bovn
gradually weakeniog under the drift of popnlar sentl-
ment, and that onr best peaple themselves are 1o
blame, In  not  making  their  eonvictions on
this sulject Known and felt more emphatieally.
While we regret that Tug Temeye could not stem the
e, weo regrel more that all the Cliristian people of 1he
Laned o not waka to the uportance of this matier aud
tirs the dhde, as they wighit sud ought, 1o the opposite
dirrelion,

The mistake of The Advance is m its belief ns

to what “ the convictions of our best pele”
are., If the people who maintain oar
churches, and constitnte the best part ot
New-York, did not want Sunday news-
papers, THe Trisuxe would never have
been printed on Suunday, nor would sev-
eral of the other journals that preceded it
in that course. It is solely becanse *‘the
 ("hristian people” of New-York read Sun-
day mnewspapers, sustain them and in-
sist upon having them, that seversl
of them are printed. It i3 an entirely sofe
statement that the church members in New-
York whe do vot read Sunday papers ave the
minority, not the majority, and the same
thing is true (in many of the denominations,
at least) of the echurch officers. A num-
ber of the warmest letters of congratulation Tag
Tripexe has received on its Sunday issue have
been from mivisters. Within the past tifteen
yearsthe whole temperof the Christian commu-
nity here on this subject haschanged, One of our
most respecied lownsmen, Gov. E. D. Morgan,
may be mentioned as a type of thousands who
never thought of looking at a Sunday paper
then, and never think of getting along with-
out one now.

We are pot now discussing the right or

wrong of this change. That i3 the
business rather of the religions than
of the secular press; and the result
of their teaching thus far is that a

majority of their constituency read the Sunday
papers. We have Dbeen quite in the
way, for years past, of receiving kindly
expressions from prominent church people
who were glad of the exaumple we were
setting in not publishing on Suunday.
We made it a rule to reply by ask-
ing, ‘“What Sunday paper do vou
“road? In pot three cases out of a
hundred did we fuil to get the admission
that the very person who had been praising
our example himself bought and read
from one to three daily papers every Sunday,

We have not thought it needful, we may re-
peat, to argue to such people the right or
wrong of the publication we have been finally
forced to undertake. Wemay venture, however,
to close this briel artiele by printing a few
sentencea from a private letter recently re-
ceived from the surviving sister of Mr. Greeley.
0! course, it was written without a thougit

of publication 1
| must tell you how I rqldclo In Tue Buspar

cowplain of suy departure from the plan of the
dear Wounder, ®ut 1 conld almost see the
tace of the dead Ukt up with joy as bis eyes ran down
the ipteresting columps. Yea, 1f be knows, he is

PEOPPING UP MISSION NEWSPAPERS,

A question 15 just now calling out s brisk diseus-
sion in religious eiveles, concerning which the pub-
lishers and readers of secular journals are lkely to
hold decided opiions, It is this. Large gums, as we
all know, are contributed Suuday after Banday by

foreign missions. A proportion of this fand is de-
voted by the mauaging boards to the printing, edit-
ing, and gratuitons ciroulation of cortain missionary

that purpose; In & word, they think i good poliey

good Christians of every denomnation to sustain |

to halt with a herring (o entch a whale.

It 1a hardly the province of Tux Trsryy to jro-
nounce upon the moral question involved. The
Bearrds always hove olsimed the fight to nse the
money sontributed i the way m which, seeonling to
theirawn judement, thedesired cuds wiil be aitained,
Henee there is a good deal of discrepaney between
thetr iden of foreign mission work and thet of the
ordinary  churohigoer. The poor widow i
the vwilluge cburch drops  her yearly dollar
in  the and  gnes | lhome  ealenlatiog
Bow many nctosl  Bibles it will put
in the hauds of actaal heathene, Bnt the wiser
Bonrd see the long line of connecting links, officers,
soeretaries and clerks; the missionnry, his wife,
children and  servants, their clothes, house.
hold  experses, food, costs of  travelling.
ete,, ote., which le between the widow aod the
Hible in the hands of hesthens ; the dollar hridges
over n very little bit of the way. There is much to
be said on both sides of this question, as to what is
right and politic and honest, bt it ts not for Tne
TrIBUNE to say it. It concerns only the contributor
and the spender of the money,

But coneerning the gratnitons distribmtion of
missionary papers we have a right to an opinion,
and we very musch question the policy of sneh a
plun, These papers are, a8 & rule, of
old stunding, some of them from fity to
seventy years. Now n paper of seventy years of
age, if worth anything, mnst be seif-snpporting; a
paper of aay age to be worth auything mnst be self-
snpporting. <Secondly—These papeis  are il
tributed  gratnitonsly, not among irreligious
people, for they ara not likely te give to
missions in any case; but invariubly to pew-
holders in charches, & elass who if they take
any interest in the subject are able and willing to
pay for information about it, and who are much
more Jikely to valus information and be grded
by opinios which they have voluntarnly songht
and for which they have honestly paid. Tuinlly—
These nowspapers do not contive themselves
to aiving religions information ; they are made
attractive by seenlar news, taken from secular
newspapers, which paid for it. To take mooey
given to gend the Gospel to the heathen and nse
it for the gratuitons distribution of such matter
may be a generons way of condueting business, but
it s not whnt onr Western friends would call
“ glean or square,”

THE PANES OF CHRISTMAS,

There is somewhat of a ntilitarian and work-a-day
sty e abont the shop windows of DBroadway from
thie Battery np to Fourteenth-st. There nre so many
of them never lighted up; s0 many which exhibit
only solemu, mechaniesl merchandize not too good
for uman natare’s daily food ; saddles and huts
and deugs and medicines, tools, guos, eanes anid the
Intest things in smoking tobaeen, There are glories,
it i trne, of meerschanm pipes and of foreizn froits;
the ohemists are freqnently prismatic ; and there
is n sort of Dbordersland of faery, in
which the borbers’ shopa mie expensive af
ornate, snd the great hotels wake an im-
pression through  therr looped and windowed
frontage, Hers and there, too, in lower Broadway
there is a print sop doine missionary work among
ponmsthetic buyers aud sellers; or a book shop
with long lots of gilded bindings, the very luxury
of transeenaent tooling. Upon the stidewalks are
the extemparized o pormms—one iow, long shelf 18
all the verge which these traders nnder the canopy
of the sky ecan eommand—theses traflickers 1
dingy photographs, dusty confectionery, chenp
musie, toy gymnasts and eough candy. There is
enotigh to amnses, enough to redeem from dalness
this side the sqnare ; and so there 18 on earth ths
gide of heaven, Bat we are coming now where the
Aladdins of the retail trade have lighted lamps more
magical thin Edison's; where traffie takes on rain-
bow hnes ; where the goods gleam and glow aod
flash, and soft and fiery eolors answer each other
all over the magieal display. Eyidently the popn-
lation knows what is pretiy, and is here to confirm
and inerease e knowledge,

The lesson which a plilosopher wonld gather from
all this sparkling aud spicy varnety would be that
man (as well as woman and ebild) wants a great
denl here below. Well, it would boe bat a dull
Christrons if the treo of Santa Clans bore but one
kind of fruit. If the Nhiele ones vearn for rattles
thiev also pine for straws, and we—why, onr rattles
must be londer, and of many tones, and our straws
longer, and of wany colors, Thé contented soul
makes o free market, and lays in tmperial supplies
wherever it goes, Here s & bit of the celestial pave-
ment belund the greas, lawless sheet—it is almost
a wea of giwss, They have eanght the sun-
rays and pot them Into the little prisons—
diamond snd ruby, emerald and amethyst—this
glorious array of corruscations, each in its worthy
rim of yellow gold! These are all ours. We who
grze at the window may take possession without
fear of the policeman. They wers bronght from
the bowels of the earth expressly for this hour and
for us, That we might enjoy the lnxury of this wo-
went, aod fill onrselves at this feast of the eyes,
the poor miner delved in California; the supple
diver went down under the waters'of the Porsian
Gulf; the swart negro plashed and peered and pad-
dled in the Brasilian nvors, And here they are—
all for us, the millionsires of the moment, the bens
of an hour! Duainty dames may have them, but it
will be sfieras, They will sparkie in saloon and
boudeir, but they sparkled first tor us in the street,
They will be hidden away in caskets and cloistered
in strong boxes, bot just now they are for all the
world, Look your fill, for that s all their future
owner ean do; and we are going away presently to
fresh fiolds of the faif and fine, and to new pastures
of prescuts, And so good-by to the lapdary's
window—once we are gone, there will be nething
left in it but secoud-hand merchiandise,

Shall we take further view of our possessions !
But they are too many for us; and what if we
should go mad, as some have doue, at such smbar-
rassment of riches ! Ehall we taper off from this
inebnety of the optie nerve by a look at the solids
anid substantials ! Here are the tools with which
gome young carpenter will reconstruct his mamma's

furniture, and be chastised to redness for his me-

chanical ingenuity ! Here are the hlocks with
whieh Le will build a temple, and then he will pull
it down, the young Semson Awgonistes! Here are
the Low and the srrow, whickh may prove faml to
the eyes of the nurssry maids! the rocking-horse
which shall balk the siesta of the irate lodger on
the floor below ! Here is the bat, and with it the ball,
which will go flying through some plate-glass win-
dow! lere are the balloons, which will eollapse and
melt into sir, thin air, and very bad-smelimg air st
that! Here—but enongh of sights ! The shopmen are
turning off the gas; the tired salesmen and sales-
women are putting on thein hata ; the curly heads
are pressing thelr pillows, aad dreaming of Christ-
mia ; the enterprising propricior is computing the
day’s profits; the rich are wondering how they
shall spend their money for gifta, and the poor how
they shall gei movey to spend for the same. Mean-
while, merry Christinas comes on apace! Last ua
tune our voices and train onr hearts and hands to
welcome 4! Let us give the forelock of Time a
vigorous twist, and be glad with someth'ng mare
than pusetuality !

The petition which is now before the Mayor for
the appuintment of » third Commission to lay out a
rapid transit route for the Westehester district de-
mands Mr, Cooper's most careful attention. The

. — — e -
mnst bo_carefui to nama men who represent the
intorasts’ of the peopls of the rew wards, and
to nvold all apprarance of conen!trog She wishes of
thows who desisw to prevest eotopebition. If he And
Ay good renson for pussing over the gentlemen
sngirestad to hum by the pelitfoners, nt least jo! hilm
appoiut pertectly upright sod aaprajudiosd (s sons
who will do their best to give Westohes'or & good
rapid transit vouo withous delay.
[ —

We lave received a umober of =owplaints
from sniseribers who thiok the Suuday issue of
Tere Trovvse ahonld have boen mailed to them, Wa
assuimed that subscribers ot & distmoce wounld
want i, and, except whers instroeted
tn the contrary, have eent ¢ accordingy.
Bat we did not feel so sure that readers at coun-
try  points near by, getting the other issues
by mail within a few honrs of the pub
lication, would wuot Saoday’s paper, whiel,
owing lo the imperfect Bunday mall service,
conld only reach them at the same time
with, or a fow bours n advanee of
Monday's. In  oall  soch  cases, therefore,
we do pot forward it save on special notice
that it is wanted.

It looks like the merriest Cliristmas sinee the war

Congress hns gons home _l;'r- ihiree weeks, and the
women-mitrage agitators bave been so derelict in
their devotion to the eanse as to allow the members
to depatt withont any measnre for the emancipa-
tion of the sex to meditate upon during the bholi-
days. Perhaps the leaders of the movement nre
dmeouraged temporarily by the disappomtiog resals
of the reeent Boston experiment, No women were
ah-«:tv:i u; tlull:ccnum n:ﬂbtbrm to nhn"u
sald to have boen canwe T pract -
that 1s the horrid phrase mulion the purt nfm
of the emanaipators to defear the ambition of ™,
This was copying the partisan methods of the
“mere men " iu o sheckingly discouraging wanuer.

General Grant mast oceamonally entertain hos-

tile mentiwents fur the man who invented hand-
shnking,

Two thiugs are elear about the Christmas buying
this year: There is more of it than there has been
Inr uearly twenty years, and it is carvied on through
more mud than there has been on the surface of
thines since Broadway was a cow-path from the
Battery to Fourteenth-st. The slight fall of snow
on Thursday and Friday made, with the long acen-
mulation of dirt in the streets, a sticky paste, which
covered the cross-walks, and was speedily carmed
by the multitude of feet upon the sidewnlis, so that
by noon on Sutorday every sulewnlk on the busy
streeis wis thickly conted wizl mnil. The wayfarer,
o & woman, sovn fonnd ber skirts odormed with o
two ineh border of filth, whieh had also compleiely
coated Ler hoots, More fortnnate man could rolt up
his trowsers and emerge from the strueele with no
worse mistortune than a pair of boots which looked
as if they had bees folowing a plough. FPerbaps
Mayor Conper has n deep design in permitting this
staie of things, He may have radical views oo the
sihject of woman's dress and may inke this way to
furve the sex ivio Bloomer costame,

Inalulity to condone seems to be the main obsis-
ele to barmony between Mr, Talwoge sod bis op-
ponents.

There is one strong pisce of evidence that General
Grant does not desire 8 third term in this prolonged
Philadelphia demonstent.on, The festival bas been
E;. ';_hgn = for u week, aod be las ot yot Kiseed o

The evideace in the elevated ratlway inquiry ealls
fresh atteution to the geverous outlays which the
Metropolitan Company made for the aceommody-
tien of the prolie, |Ihere @8 not in the world o bet-
ter equipped rallway than this, Nearly everything
ling been done to enable the passenger fo travel not
only comfortably, but luxuriously. Yot, sirangely
enough, this same company, which spent woney in
soroyal a way, declines lo make one fmprovement
winen, srivial a8 it is, is o eoostant souree of sunoy-
anee 10 its patrons. 1t declines to trausfer from the
passage of exit to the passage Of entrance the box
for the reception of tickels, The pussenger is com-
pelled to bold his tieket till the end of his jonrney,
when e might be spared the ansoyance without
expense or loss to he company. [f the
receiving box  were placed i the passage-
way throngh wiieh the passenger goes on the wa
to the train, his ticket could be dropped the seco
aftor 1is purchass and his care of it euded. his
would be as mnch of & check on thieving ewployés
as 14 is to have the box at the other end ot the
journes, It wonld save all the delays which pow
arise {rom the obstruction of the sbsent-winded
pus=enger in search of his mslaid ticket A com-
pany which builis $22,000 stations oncht to bs
able to graot show shght favor in order (0 make
their grateful putrons completely lnppy.

A recent pllgrim from Boston to this dreadfnl ety
his retarned to the clussic shades of bis howm: pro-
foondly ngitated by the deplorable iguorance he
discovered bere. Ile has stated the facts in a
mourafuol card in the newspapers, and ameng them
are these : He founl au intelligeut business man
who knew notbing about Ewerson, and another une,
also intelligont, who all his life had been confonnd-
ing Dr. Holines with a tator of his youth who bores
gimilar pame, Bobth men were told of their erm-
pal iguorance. by the Boston man, who left them
binsfime with homiliation, This issad, traiy sad.
Yot inatances of ignorauce almost as nelancholy
have been heard of ngh i woder the shadows of Hoe
ton lt-qd_‘. Not | ng awe a visior to those parts
spoke of Tue TRine s ¢ o the presence of an ™ in-
telligent bowiness man * who had lived within
wieht of Hoston all s life, and was somewhat
taken aback by the suroriged inguiry: “ What
TaveuNe, Tne New-Youk Trysoaz? Does thus
print now ! Why, I thoaght Greeley was dead,

PERSONAL.

Mms. James, the widow t-)f G. P. K. Jumes, the
noveless, is living at Eao-Claire, Wis, She is now
a woman of eighty years, and is cared for by her
Sulls,

Ex-Governor Seymour has in hia study at Deer-
field & splendid library, a distinetive feature of
which is a collection of biograplies of American
stalesmen.

The grave of Colonel William 8, Hamilton, son of
Alexavder Hamilton, has just now, after lying un
marked tnrtmt{-uturm under the Sacramento
sky, boen headed hy a granite siab,

Mr. Ruskin’s opinioos absat architestare do not
grow less pesitive. “ [ care me maore,” he wrntes,
* about any modern churchkes or church furmitore
than about the drop-scene at Drary Lane—ool so
much, indesd, if the truth were all told.”

Among Mrs. Dinah Moria Muloek Craik’s pretty
poems there is nene prettier than * Philip, wy
Kmg." FPew of those who read and are load of this
g‘:«dmmwm;mtmviu 18 nOw

. Philip Boarke Marstun, the b poet. Ho s
Mrs. Cratl's godson.

The AbbLE Lisat has lately been visitmg RBome, and
tulking with Miss Brewsier showed Limself pleased
to hear that his mosie s played and appreciated in
the United States. “Yes,” hesald, 1"l always recall
with pleasnre that §wenty years and more
when my music was little cared for in l;mp:.?‘_
was played and n your eenotry."”

M. Alphonse Dandes, the anthorof =The Nabob*
and * Sidanie,” and row, perhaps, the French
wniter, after Hugo, most pepular im America, is 8
man etill in his forties, Flo is & hundsome man,
blue-syed, with blande hair, and ts kindly, charm.
ing 1 his wauners, and very heartily Lked by his
brothos writers,

The late Mrst Noble William Jobn Cavendish
Soott-Dentinck, ffth Duke of Partland,” spens
mueh of bis time aad a great part of bis income in
putting his magnificent seat of Welbeck Abbey in
the mest pocfect emder fur receiving aul ens
tertaiulog guests in ducal style: but owing




